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     The Oak Hills Board of Directors 
has had two resignations and needs vol-
unteers to help conduct the business of 
the association. 
     The board usually meets once a 
month and each member is part of a 
committee or has a special assignment. 
At the moment, we are looking for 
someone with a knowledge of account-
ing to take on the position of treasurer 
to would oversee money matters. 
     We also need another “member at 

large” who would be willing to help with the 
general work of the board. 
    We would like board membership to re-
flect the diversity of our homeowners, so 
women and/or  people of color are espe-
cially encouraged to volunteer. We will, 
however, entertain all willing volunteers. 
     We have many decisions to make in the 
upcoming months that will affect the wel-
fare of all homeowners, so please help.       
     If interested, contact Michael Trujillo at 
633-2634. 

Please Volunteer to Join the Board  

November 15, noon; November 16, 5 p.m.; November 23, 10:30 a.m.; November 
30, 1:30 p.m.;  December 3, 9:30 a.m.—Public meeting to discuss Rancho San Juan 
and its impact on our overloaded road system and water supply. Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors Chambers at the Monterey County Court House (East Wing), 
Room 225 at 240 Church Street (Church and Alisal) in Salinas.  
November 13, 9:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m.—FINAL COMMUNITY GENERAL PLAN 
FORUM. In the Multi-Purpose Room of the Los Arboles Middle School, 294 Hillcrest 
Avenue, Marina. 
December 1, 7-9 p.m.—Board of Directors meeting. North Monterey County High 
School in the Library. 

 Watch and Attend Meetings 

     The Oak Hills Board of Directors 
strongly recommends that residents 
watch for and attend public meetings on 
topics that will affect their daily lives and 
their property values. 
     Some of the events listed below will 

discuss topics ranging from our water supply 
to added traffic on local highways to in-
creased loss of agricultural lands to housing 
projects. 
     Please watch the newspaper for other such 
meetings. These decisions will affect you. 

  Check the Pool Bulletin Board for Meeting Announcements. 

 Calendar of Events for 2004 
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Increase in Assessments To Cover Reserves 

     In order to comply with California State Law, the 
Board of Directors conducted a Reserve Study, 
which identifies components of the Oak Hills com-
mon areas, assesses replacement/repair values and 
remaining useful life. Homeowners will receive a 
copy of this study at the Homeowner’s Meeting af-
ter the first of the year. 
     After analyzing the needs discovered by this 
study, the board has voted to increase homeowner 
assessments to $44.40 per month to cover the costs 
of the repairs and/or replacements that will crop up 
in the next few years. 
     You will see by the attached budget that a new 
Reserve account has been set up to fund the preser-
vation and restoration of such items as sidewalks, 
tennis courts, and pool parking lot. 

     The board has not neglected the upkeep of asso-
ciation property, hence the resurfacing of the pool, 
playground equipment replacement, fence and gate 
replacements and sidewalk repairs that have been 
done in the last couple of years. 
     However, the Reserve Study helps identify those 
component parts of the association’s common area 
that should be scheduled for work, sets a timetable 
for when to expect these expenses to occur, and al-
lows homeowner associations to “save” money in a 
reserve fund to offset future costs. 
     While no one wants to pay higher assessments 
(including members of the board!) we felt it would be 
irresponsible to keep the assessments low and then 
hit homeowners with a special assessment when an 
expensive item(s) need repair or replacement. 
     Even if you do not use the pool, playground or 
tennis courts, these items add to the value of your 
property and need to be maintained for the good of 
the association as well as your economic value if and 
when you sell your home. 

     While we want our residents to enjoy their free 
time, we want to keep them safe in the process. 
     If you play ball in the streets, or even just walk 
in the streets, please remember that cars have 
every right to drive down the street unobstructed 
by bicycles, dodging balls and darting kids. 
     If you live close to a curve in the road, drivers 
may not see you in time to stop, so play in a safer 
location. 
     Walkers in the street need to walk on the side 
against traffic and wear light clothes at night. 
     Drivers, though, need to remember that while 
Charter Oak is posted at 35 MPH, all side streets 
are 25 MPH. SLOW DOWN! 
     Please keep our community safe for all. 

 Street Smarts 

Malvini Mortgage, 210 John Street Ste.K, Salinas  

Renee Venegas 
Mortgage Consultant 

Appraisals FREE (up to 
$350) upon close of escrow. 

Tel. 831-758-5667 
Cell 831-261-8448  
Oak Hills Resident 
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Why Maintain an Organic Lawn and Garden? 

     Let's start off with the obvious for going 
organic— safety.   
     Look at you bags of fertilizer, your bottles 
of pesticides and read the warning labels.  
There are good reasons why they are there. 
Synthetic or chemical fertilizers and pesticides 
poison us, our ground water, our streams, 
lakes, rivers and oceans and they get into our 
food chain through many approaches.   
     Everything we eat and drink can include 
these toxins. Let's at least try to keep our yards 
safe.   
     Got kids, got pets got health issues? These 
toxins are directly related to cancers, Parkinson 
disease, childhood leukemia and on and on. 
Children receive four times the exposure than 
adults.   
     Do you let your kids run barefoot across 
your lawn within two weeks after spreading 
your chemical lawn fertilizer (and with a weed 
killer in it)? How are your pets doing in the 
back yard?  
     Chemical fertilizers and pesticides destroy 
our soil and it's fertility by causing soil erosion 
and killing off all the beneficial bacteria, nema-
todes, funguses and beneficial insects. 
     Organic gardening restores the soil balance 
and fertility. It's easy when you add composts, 
cover crops and natural rock minerals. When 
organic soil enriching  methods are followed, 
plants develop immunity to pests and diseases 
and eliminate the need for chemicals.   
     If you need to fertilize before this transition 
occurs there are lots of good organic fertilizers 
out there. Just follow label instructions.  
     Lots of research has shown that pests be-
come immune to chemical pesticides so the 
manufactures create even stronger and more 
dangerous chemicals.  
     Before your garden returns to it's healthy 
origins there are organic techniques, and for 
you die-hards, organic pesticides that can help 
you get rid of those un-wanted pests and dis-

eases.  Again follow label instructions.  
     I can't cover the entire method of 
organic gardening but here are some 
good rules:  
• Always use the best adapted plants 

for each environment.  
• Plant in the preferred season.  
• Balance the mineral content of the 

soil. Build and maintain soil organic 
content. Do nothing to harm the 
beneficial soil life.  

• Consider troublesome insects and 
diseases as symptoms of one of the 
above rules having been broken.  

*Ref.  from Malcolm Beck Why Organic?  
    Protect our future. Prevent soil ero-
sion. Protect ourselves, children and pets.  
Protect our water. Save energy.  Protect 
farm worker's health. Keep chemicals off 
your plate.  Promote Biodiversity.  Make 
your food taste better.  
     Need help.  You can call me at 633-
4769 and hopefully I can answer those 
questions.  
    Need a good organic supplier call or go 
on line to PEACEFUL VALLEY 
FARMS (888)784-1722 or 
www.groworganic.com. (They will send 
you a free catalog if you call )  HOME 
DEPOT carries almost nothing, but OSH 
is getting okay for some basics.  
 
 

By Steve Jones  
Organic Lawn & Garden 

633-4769 



P.O. Box 689 

Castroville, CA 95012 

Oak Hills Homeowners 
Association 

Phone: 831-633-0103 
 

Clean up after your 
dogs!! 
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July – The board voted to repair just 
the broken and sunken portion of the 
sidewalk on Charter Oak Blvd. and 
instructed work to begin immediately. 
     The reserve committee was in-
structed to complete the reserve study 
in time for the year-end budget review. 
The board voted to order a do-it-
yourself reserve study program. 
     The board met several times in July 
to review the CC&Rs update from the 
lawyer and to make suggestions for 
changes. These were returned to the 
lawyer for implementation. 
August – The following board officers 
were elected: President – Michael 
Trujillo; Vice President – Jerry Gifford; 
Secretary – Sue Jurgens; Treasurer – 
Tom Cho. 
     The board voted to hold future 

board meetings at North Mon-
terey County High School in order 
to accommodate any homeowners 
interested in attending. (See related 
article on page 1.) A bulletin board 
will be constructed and installed 
on the front of the pool/spa 
building in order to post the board 
meeting time, location and agenda. 
     In order to bring the tax year in 
sync with the budget year, the 
board voted to make the fiscal 
year the same as the calendar year. 
A one-time additional expense will 
be incurred in filing the resulting 
six-month tax reports.  
     The annual meeting will be 
rescheduled from the old May 
date. 
     The corrected CC&Rs update 
was distributed to the board mem-
bers for them to review for errors 
or changes that might have been 
missed. 
     The restrictions committee said 
it would meet to discuss compiling 
its list of Rules and Restriction 
that will compliment the updated 
documents. 
     The maintenance committee 

reported that the pool will be 
shut down in November to 

effect repairs. 

Board in Review 
July & August, 2004, Regular Board Meetings 

Calendar of Events for 2004 

September 8—OHHA Board Meeting. 7 p.m. at North Monterey County 
High School Library. All Homeowners welcome to attend. 
October 16—Oak Hills Garage Sale. Please contact Suzanne Burr, 633-
0514, if your are interested in participating.  
 

Malvini Mortgage, 210 John Street Ste.K, Salinas  

Renee Venegas 
Mortgage Consultant 

Appraisals FREE (up to 
$350) upon close of escrow. 

Tel. 831-758-5667 
Cell 831-261-8448  
Oak Hills Resident 


