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 Rash of Property Thefts 

     After the annual meeting, some 
homeowners expressed an interest in 
keeping abreast of what was going on in 
the Oak Hills Homeowners Association. 
     While we hold the annual meeting 
once a year, many homeowners don’t 
realize that they are welcome to attend 
the monthly board meetings. 
     To make them more “homeowner -
friendly,” the board has moved the 
meetings out of their homes and will 
now meet at North Monterey County 
High School in the library. 
     Our next meeting will be September 

8, 2004, 7-9 p.m., and we welcome any 
homeowner who wants to attend. 
     The same rules apply at the monthly 
board meetings that hold true at the 
annual meeting; homeowners may ex-
press concerns during the Open Forum 
section of the meeting, but only the 
board members vote on a topic. 
     Coming soon is a bulletin board, to 
be located on the front of the spa 
building in the pool/playground area. 
Future board meeting dates, times and 
agendas will be posted on this bulletin 
board one week ahead of time. 

Board Meetings Open to Homeowners 

     Recently, some Oak Hills residents 
have become better acquainted with 
the Sheriff’s Department than they 
would like.  
     Several cars were broken into and 
had items removed from them.  
     Also, thieves have stolen items that 
have been left outside and unsecured . 
     Sgt. Pedrosa of the Monterey 
County Sheriff's Office gave the fol-
lowing advice on keeping your belong-
ings safe: 
♦ Lock all sheds. 
♦ Close garage doors completely. 
♦ Secure all gates & exterior doors. 
♦ Store bikes in an enclosed side yard 

or shed.  
♦ Don't leave valuables in your 

cars. 
♦ Secure your house completely 

when leaving—at any time of the 
day. 

♦ Don’t leave your car running 
while you dash into the house 
because your forgot something. 

     If you see any suspicious activity, 
report it to the Sheriff’s Office im-
mediately.  
     Do not intervene yourself be-
cause the suspects may be armed. 
Thieves are always dangerous be-
cause they don’t want to get caught. 
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Dialing for Gasoline 

     Sure it's boring pumping gas, but most gas stations 
would prefer that you didn't fill the idle minutes by 
chatting on your cell phone. Also, getting in and out of 
cars can cause static electricity that reacts badly to gas 
fumes. 
     Cell phone batteries can, under certain conditions, 
emit sparks that could cause an explosion. Some gas 
stations post warnings on their pumps to leave your 
cell phone inside the car & to not re-enter the vehicle 
while fueling.  
     Recent investigations of gas station fires found the 
following: 
 1. Most cases involved someone getting back into their 
car while the nozzle was still pumping gas. When the 
pumping finished, the person went back to pull the 
nozzle out & a fire started as a result of static.  

2. Most of the victims had on rubber-soled shoes.  
3. Gas vapors caused fires when linked with static 
charges.  
4. Many fires occurred before, during or immediately 
after the gas cap was removed and before fueling be-
gan.  
     To keep safe, don't ever use a cell phone when 
pumping gas.  
     If you absolutely must get in your car while the gas 
is pumping, make sure that when you get out again  
that you close the door by touching the metal part of 
the door before removing the nozzle. Touching metal 
first discharges the static from your body. 
     Some people argue that cell phones can't start fires 
– but is that cell-phone call really important enough to 
find out who’s wrong? 

thority to cite them & take them to a holding facility, 
usually the Sheriff's Office on Natividad Road or per-
haps the nearest sub-station, where they will remain un-
til their parents can come to pick them up.  
     The punishment can be a $50.00 fine for the first 
offense up to a $1,000.00 fine or 90 days in jail for mul-
tiple offenses.  
     If drugs or alcohol are involved, then the judicial 
department takes over. If the judge agrees with the find-
ings, the minor could be sent to a treatment center 
and/or Juvenile Hall. 
     Please make sure that your teens are aware of these 
laws and their consequences. 

     Many people don’t know that during the past 
few years, curfew laws have been passed all over 
the United States in order to stem the rising crime 
rates for youthful offenders.  
     Monterey County’s curfew laws require minors 
to be at home by 10:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 11:00 p.m. on the weekends.  
     The rule is the same for kids who are driving, 
not driving or just “hanging with their friends.” 
     If minors (under 18) are stopped for being out 
past the curfew, the deputy may decide to cite and 
release them only if it can be confirmed that they 
are heading home. The deputy also has the au-

Curfews are Alive and Well in County 
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Why Maintain an Organic Lawn and Garden? 

     Let's start off with the obvious, safety. Look 
at you bags of fertilizer, your bottles of pesti-
cides and read the warning labels. There are 
good reasons why they are there.  
     Synthetic or chemical fertilizers and pesti-
cides poison us, our ground water, our streams, 
lakes, rivers and oceans and they get into our 
food chain through many approaches.  Every-
thing we eat and drink can include these toxins.  
Let's at least try to keep our yards safe.  
     Got kids or pets with health issues? Do you 
let your kids run barefoot across your lawn 
within two weeks after spreading your chemical 
lawn fertilizer (and with a weed killer in it)?  
These toxins are directly related to cancers, 
Parkinson disease, childhood leukemia and on 
and on. Children receive four times the expo-
sure than adults. How are your pets doing in 
the back yard?  
     Chemical fertilizers and pesticides destroy 
our soil and it's fertility by causing soil erosion 
and killing off all the beneficial bacteria, nema-
todes, funguses and beneficial insects.  
     Organic gardening restores the soil balance 
and fertility. It's easy when you add composts, 
cover crops and natural rock minerals. When 
organic soil enriching  methods are followed, 
plants develop immunity to pests and diseases 
and eliminate the need for chemicals.   
     If you need to fertilize before this transition 
occurs there are lots of good organic fertilizers 
out there.  Just follow label instructions.  
     Lots of research has shown that pests be-
come immune to chemical pesticides; so the 
manufactures create even stronger and more 
dangerous chemicals. Before your garden re-
turns to it's healthy origins there are organic 
techniques, and for you die-hards, organic pes-
ticides that can help you get rid of those un-
wanted pests and diseases. Again follow label 
instructions.  
     I can't cover the entire method of organic 
gardening in this column, but here are some 

good rules: Suggested by Malcolm 
Beck in “Why Organic?”   
• Always use the best adapted plants 

for each environment.  
• Plant in the preferred season.  
• Balance the mineral content of the 

soil.  
• Build and maintain soil organic con-

tent.  
• Do nothing to harm the beneficial 

soil life.  
• Consider troublesome insects and 

diseases as symptoms of one of the 
above rules having been broken.  

     Protect our future. Prevent soil ero-
sion. Protect ourselves, children and pets.  
Protect our water. Save energy.  Protect 
farm worker's health. Keep chemicals off 
your plate.  Promote Biodiversity.  Make 
your food taste better.  
     Need a good organic supplier? Call or 
go on line to PEACEFUL VALLEY 
FARMS (888)784-1722 or 
www.groworganic.com. They will send 
you a free catalog if you call.  
     Locally, Home Depot carries almost 
nothing for the organic gardener, but 
OSH is getting Okay for some basics.  
     If you have any questions, you can call 
me at 633-4769.  

By Steve Jones  
Organic Lawn & Garden 

633-4769 
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Clean up after your 
dogs!! 
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July – The board voted to repair just 
the broken and sunken portion of the 
sidewalk on Charter Oak Blvd. and 
instructed work to begin immediately. 
     The reserve committee was in-
structed to complete the reserve study 
in time for the year-end budget review. 
The board voted to order a do-it-
yourself reserve study program. 
     The board met several times in July 
to review the CC&Rs update from the 
lawyer and to make suggestions for 
changes. These were returned to the 
lawyer for implementation. 
August – The following board officers 
were elected: President – Michael 
Trujillo; Vice President – Jerry Gifford; 
Secretary – Sue Jurgens; Treasurer – 
Tom Cho. 
     The board voted to hold future 
board meetings at North Monterey 

County High School in order to 
accommodate any homeowners 
interested in attending. (See related 
article on page 1.) A bulletin board 
will be constructed and installed 
on the front of the pool/spa 
building in order to post the board 
meeting time, location and agenda. 
     In order to bring the tax year in 
sync with the budget year, the 
board voted to make the fiscal 
year the same as the calendar year. 
A one-time additional expense will 
be incurred in filing the resulting 
six-month tax reports.  
     The annual meeting will be 
rescheduled from the old May 
date. 
     The corrected CC&Rs update 
was distributed to the board mem-
bers for them to review for errors 
or changes that might have been 
missed. 
     The restrictions committee said 
it would meet to discuss compiling 
its list of Rules and Restriction 
that will compliment the updated 
documents. 
     The maintenance committee 
reported that the pool will be shut 
down in November to effect re-
pairs. 

Board in Review 
July & August, 2004, Regular Board Meetings 

Calendar of Events for 2004 

September 8—OHHA Board Meeting. 7 p.m. at North Monterey County 
High School Library. All Homeowners welcome to attend. 
October 16—Oak Hills Garage Sale. Please contact Suzanne Burr, 633-
0514, if your are interested in participating.  
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