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Oak Hills Community Garage Sale 

Annual Meeting and Board Elections 

     The time has come to clear out your 
garage, closets, store room and other 
nooks and crannies around the house that 
are crammed to the gills with “stuff” that 
is too good to toss in the dumpster, but 
that you no longer use.  
     Suzanne Burr sponsors a community 
garage sale twice a year; the next one is 
May 8 and the time to sign up is now! 
     In today’s economy, the extra money 
from selling off items you no longer need 
can come in handy. 
     Suzanne makes up flyers giving the 
location of participating homes along 

with a description (supplied by sellers) of 
what that house has for sale.  
     Flyers are handed out to buyers as the 
enter Oak Hills. Be sure to call her (633-
0514) with your address and your list.  
     Suzanne also puts balloons at partici-
pating homes, signifying to the buyers that 
“here” is another seller. 
     Again this year, Echo Valley 4-H will be 
supplying a BBQ Tri-tip sandwich meal to 
residents too busy selling (or buying!) to 
want to cook lunch. It’s $8 and they de-
liver! Call Kristi Elkins (633-6147) because 
pre-orders need to be in by May 3. 

     The Oak Hill Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation is holding its Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, May 4 in North Monterey 
County High School Forum at 7 p.m. 
This is a regular board meeting, but an 
Open Forum will allow for home-
owner input on items not listed in the 
agenda. Comments on agenda items 
are welcome when those topics are 
addressed during the meeting. 
     All homeowners are welcome to 
attend. Refreshments will be served. 
     This year, two board positions are 
up for election. One incumbent, Mark 
Hanna, is on the ballot. Ken Leja, af-
ter many years on the board, has de-
cided to retire. Besides the incumbent 
listing, two write-in slots are available 
on the election form that was mailed 

out earlier this month. Please bring or 
mail in your completed election form, 
one per household. If you have mis-
placed your election form, blanks will 
be available at the meeting. 
     Remember, no surprise candidates! 
A prospective board member must give 
her/his written approval for the write-
in vote and must be present at the an-
nual meeting for the vote to be consid-
ered valid. 
     If you care about what is going on 
in your association and would like to 
help to maintain and improve our qual-
ity of life at Oak Hills, joining the 
board is a great way of making things 
happen. 
 
Related article: Plea,  pg. 4 
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Announcements 

Quick Internet Survey 

    The board would like to know how many people have 
been able to acquire the new DSL service, their satisfac-
tion with the service and their street location?  
    Also, same questions for the people who use the Red-
shift wireless service? 
    Please contact Gerald Gifford at  goarg@redshift.com. 
Thanks. 

Spa Tribulations  
    Pete Lonero is continuing to find 
condoms and broken glass in the spa 
area.  
     The spa is not to be used for sexual 
encounters. Homeowners will loose 
their pool/spa privileges if they, their 
children or their guests are identified 
as using this area inappropriately. 
     Broken glass in the spa area re-
quires draining, scrubbing the spa to 
remove any possible dangers, then 
refilling it with water and the appro-
priate chemicals.  
     The cost of this procedure is about 
$300 per occurrence, not counting 
labor. This cost will be passed along to 
the appropriate homeowners along 
with the loss of privileges. 
 

Scooter Dilemma 
     Many homeowners have com-
plained about underage drivers using 
county streets to zip around on mo-
torized scooters. If you are driving on 
the street in or on a licensed vehicle of 
any kind, you better be licensed be-
cause witnesses are being told to call 
the sheriff’s office with these com-
plaints.  

     Driving without a license is a seri-
ous offense and taking time off work 
to go with your child to court is not 
something most people want to do. 
     Also, because of high fire danger in 
the greenbelt, no motorized vehicles 
are allowed in that area at any time. 
 
Carpooler Sought 
I commute to Sunnyvale on weekdays 
and need a new carpool connection.  
My office is near Lockheed and I leave 
about 7:30 or 8:30 a.m. most days and 
leave work between 6:30 and 7:00 
p.m.  It doesn’t need to be an every-
day carpool to make it worthwhile.  
Call me if interested at 633-1923 
(Natalya). 
 
Best Yard Resuscitated 
Joan Breke and Gail Cantore have 
volunteered to head up the Best Yard 
Committee.  
     They have several ideas for rules 
and qualifications which will be pub-
lished in future Greenbelt issues as 
they are finalized  
     For those wishing to be part of the 
planning for this award, please call 
Joan at 633-2892. 
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Timely Tips – Irrigation: A.K.A. = Watering 

By Steve Jones  
Organic Lawn & Garden 

633-4769 

     Our most recent heat wave certainly 
gave us an idea about how much our lawns 
and plants need water.  
     I was out of the state through most of 
the heat wave and when I came back, I 
noticed all the distressed lawns and plants 
in our neighborhood.  
     Spring is the most 
active growth period 
in a plants’ yearly cy-
cle. The plants are 
putting out the most 
growth so this is the 
time when they must 
have the most water.  
     We currently sug-
gest that lawns are 
watered every day ex-
cept the day you mow.  
     Trees, shrubs, and 
groundcovers should 
be deep watered for 
an hour or more per 
week using a drip sys-
tem.  
     Hand watering or overhead spray wa-
tering are not efficient. In fact, overhead 
watering of trees and shrubs can cause all 
kinds of disease problems as well as sun 
burned plants. 

     I really like basins around trees and 
large shrubs so that I can deep water 
them and dissolve fertilizer into the root 
system.  

Deep Watering 
     This means that you are supplying 

ample water deep into 
the ground through 
and around the plants 
root system so that this 
will encourage the 
roots to grow deep.  
     The deeper the soil, 
the more moisture 
there is and the more 
consistent it is. If a 
plant has a deep root 
system then it is far 
more drought resistant. 
     Annuals, perennials, 
bulbs and other ‘fleshy’ 
like plants require far 
more water than their 
big cousins. Make sure 

the soil has lots of moisture-retaining 
material, such as peat moss, vermiculite 
or perlite. Water frequently.  
     P. S. Be thankful we don’t have ‘that 
other water company.’ $$$$ 
 

 
Some Watering Tips 

• Never plant a lawn with out an auto-
matic irrigation system.  

• Never plant a lawn on a steep hill.  
• Always react to heat and drought.  
• Drip systems, when installed prop-

erly, are the most efficient way to 
water your plants – and make it auto-
matic!  

• Plant plants where they belong. Stay 
to plants that grow in your area; keep 
your ‘New York City’ plants in New 
York.  

• Don’t put shade plants in the sun.  
• When in doubt, ask a professional.  



Calendar of Events for 2004 

May 4—OHHA Annual Meeting. 7 p.m. in North Monterey County High 
School Forum 
May 8—Oak Hills Garage Sale. Please contact Suzanne Burr, 633-0514, if 
your are interested in participating.  
July 10—OHHA Barbecue and Picnic. Residents wishing to help plan this 
event should contact  Pete Lonero. 

P.O. Box 689 

Castroville, CA 95012 

Oak Hills Homeowners 
Association 

Phone: 831-633-0103 
 

Join the 

Page 4 The Greenbelt 

Trolley Car Pizza 

- Special -  
2 Large 1 Topping Piz-

zas for $15.99 
- And/Or Get - 

1 X-Large 1 Topping 
Pizza for $9.99 

 

Open Tues-Sat 11-9 p.m. 
Sundays 3-9 p.m. 

 

10961 Merritt Street, Castroville 
633-8111  

Good through July 5, 2004 

     If you have been reading the paper or lis-
tening to the news, you will already know that 
the otter population of our bay is being 
threatened by pollution, much of it caused by 
humans.  
     In the old days of mining, canaries would 
be taken underground with the workers as a 
test of the air safety. If the canary died, the 
miners knew to leave the area immediately or 
risk dying themselves.  
     Otters are the canaries of the ocean. When 
they start getting sick, something is wrong in 
their habitat that needs to be cleared up or 
other species will also sicken and die. 
     One way we at Oak Hills can contribute to 
the safety of our bay is to dispose of waste 
materials properly.  
     Anything poured into the street, gutter or 
onto the greenbelt will eventually work its 

way into the Elkhorn Slough and then 
into the bay. 
     Pete Lonero has reported finding 
several baggies containing doggie doo at 
various locations around our greenbelt. 
Not only is this unsanitary for people 
who walk or kids who play in our green-
belt, but  this is not the proper way for 
disposing of dog waste and contami-
nates our environment. Bag it, yes, but 
put the bags in your own garbage bin at 
home. 
     Oil-based paint cans, oil drained 
from your vehicle, partially filled con-
tainers herbicides or pesticides need to 
be disposed of properly as hazardous 
waste.  
     Please keep our otters, families and 
pets safe from these pollutants. 

Keep Our Greenbelt Clean 
Dog and other waste threaten environment 

Plea from Female Board Member 

     Please LADIES - I would love to have more of you on the board! 
     The male majority of the board is very courteous, hardworking and helpful. 
However, I know our female population can bring a fresh perspective to the 
various issues we deal with as well as new solutions for existing situations.  
     We have a pretty good age mix, but would welcome other  diverse groups to 
participate in the workings of our homeowners association. Please help! 
    For more information about joining the board or what we do, call any board 
member listed on Page 1. 


